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Changed Lives Change Lives
What’s Your Story?

The Bible is full of stories of transformation - imperfect, sinful people changed and given
new life by the perfect love of a perfect God. And as those people were changed by their
belief, they couldn’t help but run to tell others about their experience.

In the church we call this our testimony - sharing the story of the changes you have seen
in your own life. But words like “testimony” “witnessing” and “evangelism” can be scary.
What comes to mind when you think about these words? The street preacher shouting to
passers-by about repentance?! Those guys in suits who go door-to-door asking if you know
where you are going to spend eternity? Altar calls and people falling to their knees to recount
the exact moment in their lives when they accepted Christ!?

What will our family, neighbors and co-workers think if we start to talk to them about
God? Won’t we be labelled as one of those “|esus Freaks”? Won’t we be seen as one of those
hypocritical church people who says one thing, but does another?

These lyrics from the song “Perfect People by Natalie Grant sum it up:

“There’s no such thing as perfect people
There’s no such thing as a perfect life

So come as you are, broken and scarred
Lift up your heart and be amazed

And be changed by a perfect God.”

Addiction, death, divorce, bankruptcy, abuse, guilt, shame, insecurity, fear, estrangement,
incarceration, neglect, loneliness, numbness - the list goes on and on. These are the real
problems that real people in our church face everyday. Our testimony is really nothing more
than the story of why having God in our lives is good and what being part of this church family
has done for us. It’s not about being perfect or hiding the truth about who we are - it’s
personal and it’s real. God has put a story in each of us. How can we share so that others can
experience the transforming love of Jesus Christ just as we have!?

So what’s your story?

Lent Begins February 17: How Will You Prepare?

Lent is the 40 weekdays from Ash Wednesday until Easter observed by Christians as a
season of fasting and penitence in preparation for Easter. The forty days represent the time
Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan. Sundays in Lent are not
counted in the forty days because each Sunday represents a "mini-Easter" celebration of Jesus'
victory over sin and death.

See inside for Lent and Easter services, Music Series Noonday Recitals, new small group
studies, a Pastor’s Lenten study, Good Friday film night and more to help you get ready!




Caring For Each Other:

Caring For Our Community:

“Thank you for being so comforting and helping in this
time after Susan’s death. We have all learned about the cycle of
life, but | didn’t realize there was a cycle of death for a surviving
spouse, much less that it would take place in a 100’ radius
inside the church.

| learned of Susan’s death standing in the hallway outside
the artist’s gallery. Three days later | was standing 100" away in
the parlor greeting hundreds of people as they cam to pay their
respects and comfort the VWagner family. The next day, yet another
100’ away | was sitting in a pew listening to the triumphs and
pitfalls of Susan’s life and how she impacted and inspired so
many people.

As hard as it was, | couldn’t imagine a better place to have
it happen as the support and love from the church has been
tremendous. Thank you” ~ Doug Wagner

“Please accept the enclosed check as a small token of my
appreciation for the DivorceCare classes. | found a ‘safe harbor’
with God’s love shining brightly through warm and caring
facilitators. Please let them know they provided a beacon of His
light for me.” ~ Jane Robbins

“How Great Thou Art are you who once again blessed us
with your generous support. | hope you know how grateful we
are and want you to know that, with your help, we know we will
make it through this tough time. Thanks be to God and to all of
you. We can never express our appreciation enough.” ~ Fred
and Celia Weir

“Thanks so much to everyone for everything! It’s been a
great privilege to be in ministry again at Christ Church the past
7' years. With God’s help, we sought to lighten a few loads
and brighten a few lives.

A special thank you for your generous retirement gifts and
kinds words as | re-re-re-retire!” ~ Peg and Paul Stuckey

“Thank you Christ Church. Thanks to the pastors for their
daily visits which provided so much comfort, the members for
their cards and notes that meant so much and the prayers that
were lifted for Jim and me. | shall never forget all of your
kindness.” ~ Ann Buck

“Thank you so much for the calls, cards, food, prayers and
visits after my neck surgery. Your efforts definitely made me feel
wrapped in God’s love and | am sure it helped speed my recovery.
This church is filled with wonderful people. Blessings to each of
you!” ~ Barb Downs

“Words are inadequate to explain how thankful | am for
Christ Church’s help to get my medication. You showed
compassion and Christian love to me (and still do!) and | pray
God blesses you and your ministry “77 times 7” times for every
blessing, phone call, email, etc... that you made on my behalf.
That should keep Him busy.” ~ Sharon Treague

“l am writing to thank the angels at Christ UMC for all the
hard work they do throughout the year to help the poor. Your
acts of kindness show a vivid picture of how Jesus wants his
people to help those living in despair. Again, thank you for all
you do.’~ Sallon Coleman, Executive Director Abigail’s
Journey, Inc.

“On behalf of our clients, their children and the Artemis
Center staff, please extend our deepest gratitude to your
congregation for their generous donation of toys, gift cards and
gift wrap which provided nearly 75 families with much needed
joy this holiday season.

In the upcoming year, Artemis Center will provide services
to approximately 5,000 domestic violence victims and their
children. Through our 24-hour DomesticViolence Hotline, victim
advocacy program, help with identifying resources for safe
housing and child care, we help women and children live free of
violence. Our nationally recognized children’s therapy program
helps children recover from the trauma of witnessing domestic
violence.

Thank you again for embracing the spirit of giving and
supporting Artemis Center and our clients. We wish you a
happy and safe 2010.” ~ Shari Grant, Marketing/Volunteer
Coordinator,Artemis Center

“Thank you so very much for giving us the opportunity to
perform at your church Thanksgiving dinner. What a warm and
wonderful audience and the food was awesome. We look forward
to singing for you again in the future.” ~ Fairmont Fusion

“Please accept our sincere thanks for your support of the
Kettering Giving Tree program this year. The gifts provided by
members of your church will help bring joy to 627 Kettering
children this season. The success of the Giving Tree program
relies on generosity from the community and we are deeply
appreciative of your support.” ~ Stacy Schweikhart and the
Kettering Giving Tree Team

“I would like to take this time to thank you for your donations
of clothing to Wesley Center, Inc. Your gift will be used to respond
to families who are experiencing crisis who come to Wesley
Center for assistance. Your love and concern for families
experiencing difficult times is expressed by your generous
donation. Please know that your thoughtfulness is sincerely
appreciated. On behalf of the Wesley Center staff, | wish to
thank you for each person that is touched by your gift of love.
May God’s blessings continue to be abundant in your life.”
~ Robert C.Walker, Executive Director,Wesley Center

“On behalf of the veterans, families, and staff of the Dayton
VA Medical Center, | wish to extend our sincere appreciation
for your donation of $250.00 for our veterans. Your
thoughtfulness reflects the concern that you feel for our veterans
and for the sacrifices they incurred while in service to our
country. It is through the graciousness of individuals, such as
you, that we are able to provide the best possible care for our
nation’s heroes. Again, thank you for caring. ~ Guy B.
Richardson,MHSA FACHE,VA Medical Center Director




Church Family News::

Wayne’'s World (Volume 2)
“Rethink Church” has | /

many connotations. This i _
pithy campaign slogan [ & .",.-.-c’ L -
created by our denom- | i
ination carries with it the -
idea that it is time in our

history to reinvent
ourselves in light of the
state of our church and
culture. It doesn’t mean
that we are to consider
changing our doctrine or
foundational theological
beliefs. But it does
challenge us to consider
again our focus in ministry
and the WAY we go about
effectively communicating and lavishly sharing the
transformational love of Jesus Christ.

Each Saturday, our setup crew at South Campus, under the
direction of Tim Murphy, places real estate signs at each major
intersection within one mile of our current location that read,
“Rethink Church” www.christumc.org . Determined to reach
out to people in the south area who do not yet have a home
church, who perhaps have been distanced from the church for
some time, Tim and the crew at South Campus work each week
to send a clear message—reconsider. Even as we rethink
what it means to be the church and reach out to a world in
need of the love and power of the savior, we pray that people’s
hearts will be open to receiving a fresh invitation. Rethink
2010— what great ways is God calling you to step out in faith
this year? Who will come to know God’s love because you are
willing to invite, serve, grow and share His love in NEW ways!?
~Wayne Botkin, South Campus Pastor

www.christumc.org

Memorial Gifts

Contributions were made to Christ United Methodist Church
in memory of Susan Wagner; Letty Ellen Brown; Jim Buck;
Richard Lackey; and, Dottie Evans by:

Dave & Peg Atwater; David Mitchell; Jack & Marilyn
Singerman; Jack & Arlene Akerman; Fred & Celia Weir; Martha
Mote; Bernice Klenk; Jean Bryant; Marcia Spencer; James &
Patricia Geary; Cathy & Steve Rabe; Bob & Ruth Chandler;and
Martha Johnson.

Christ Church Orientation

Have you been worshipping with us for awhile and want to
learn more about being part of this church family? Great! We
invite you to join us on Thursday, February 4 at 6 p.m. for
our orientation session. This casual evening begins with supper
followed by a time of sharing and fellowship to learn how you
can connect into the life of the church and explore what it
means to be a member here. Contact Ann Loper to reserve
your spot (ann@christumc.org or 937-293-3151 ext. 102).

Bereavements:

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to: John
and Kay Parent on the death of Kay’s sister; Rose Ann Dolan, and
her aunt, Roberta Rodabaugh; Ryan and Carrie Hauser on the
death of Carrie’s grandfather, Tom Lewis; friends and family of
Letty Ellen Brown; Martha Moon on the death of her stepson,
Keith Moon; Bob Houston on the death of his wife, Nancy Houston;
Sue Lackey on the death of her husband, Richard “Dick” Lackey;
Dorothy Van Atta on the death of her husband, Albert Van Atta;
Douglas Finfrock on the death of his wife, Miriam Finfrock; and to
friends and family of Eleanor Eisenhauer.

Births:

Congratulations on the birth of: Neil Ross Martin
Eckelberry born on December |5 to John and Heather Eckelberry
and Reid Marshall Ewing born on January 3 to John and Meghan
Ewing and proud grandparents Jane and Dave Ewing and Diane
Duval.

UMW News

The Executive Board of the United Methodist Women will
meet on Wednesday, February 3 at 9 a.m.in Room 202.

The next unit Meeting will be held on Wednesday, March
3 at | | a.m.in Foster Hall. The Executive Board will at 9 a.m. in
Room 202.
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Lent and Easter Worship Services

Ash Wednesday
February 17 @ 7 p.m.

Palm Sunday
March28 @ 9, 10 and | I:15 a.m.

Holy Thursday
April |@ 7 p.m.

Good Friday
April 2 @ 12 and 12:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday
April4 @ 9, 10and | 1:15 a.m.




Connect and Grow:

Classes are short-term studies - you are welcome to drop-in
at any time. For more information, please contact Dominique
Alban (937-293-3151 ext 105 or dominique@christumc.org)

“Simpler Living, Compassionate Life:
a Christian Perspective”

The good news of John tells us that Christ came to earth
so that we “may have life, and have it abundantly” [John 10:10].
For many that promise is epitomized in the “good life” of the
American dream and the consumptive excess of the recent
holiday madness. As Christians we should recognize that the
abundance of which Jesus spoke as essential to our wholeness,
our relationship to God and others, not the me-centeredness of
acquisition.What is “abundant life”, do we want it, and how do
we get it? Books are available in the Upstairs Book Nook.
Sundays at 10 a.m. through February 21

“The Jesus | Never Knew”

Join us on a journey that will challenge you — and possibly
change you. A journey that will expand and redefine your
understanding of the person, teachings, and life of Jesus Christ.
Discover for yourself why no one who meets him ever stays the
same. Using Philip Yancey’s book, we will look beyond familiar
images of Christ to discover Jesus as you’ve never known him:
radical, compelling, compassionate, bold, incisive, and ultimately
satisfying.

Sundays at 10 a.m.
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

through February 14
through February 10

“24 Hours That Changed the World”

This Lent, walk with Jesus on his final day. Sit beside him at
the Last Supper. Pray with him in Gethsemane. Follow him to
the cross. Desert him. Deny him. In this seven-week DVD
study led by Adam Hamilton, we will experience and understand
the significance of Jesus’ suffering and death in a way you never
have before. Whether you are a longtime Christian or simply
curious about the story of Christ’s crucifixion, you are invited
to join us on this inspiring journey.

Sundays at 10 a.m. February 21 - April 11

Women of Faith

This ongoing small group of women meets through the year,
with a summer break, to grow in faith and come closer to God
and each other. In February we will start a Beth Moore study:
Jesus The One and Only. Beth Moore invites you to walk the
dusty roads of the Holy Land with the incarnate Son of God.
Can you imagine walking where He left footprints and hearing
Him actually speak!? Come along on a life-changing journey
through the hills of Galilee with the Teacher, across the lake
with the Master, and, finally, on the road with the Savior — His
face set toward the cross.

Thursdays at 10 a.m. February 4 - April 15

Chocolate for Lent Retreat

This Lent, indulge the cravings of your soul! Using themes
from the 2000 Academy Award nominated film Chocolat, we will
spend the day creating space for deeper insights into self-
discipline, self-giving, conversion, acceptance and maturing in
Christ. In the words of Prof.Thomas Groome, Boston College,
“take up Chocolate for Lent this year — without guilt or calories —
and grow in faith with your friends.” As part of this retreat, we
will enjoy the film Chocolat together...we may even indulge in
some delicious chocolates. Leader: Dominique Alban
Saturday, March 20 | - 4:30 p.m.

Good Friday Film:
The Passion of the Christ

Destined to become a classic, The Passion of the Christ
created quite the media hype before its premiere. Mel Gibson’s
stunning masterpiece portrays the final twelve hours of Jesus’
life. This DVD of the international blockbuster film offers an
unforgettable experience of the profound love of Christ’s sacrifice.
With amazing cinematography and stellar performances by a
talented cast, The Passion of the Christ will touch you deeply.
One reviewer writes: “After seeing this film, | will never take my
salvation for granted again. | would encourage every Christian and
non-Christian alike to watch this film. It will change your life.” This
film is in Aramaic with English subtitles. Rated R (scenes of
graphic violence). Due to the nature of the film, snacks will not
be served during the showing; perhaps you may want to consider
it as part of a fast for Good Friday. Childcare will be provided.
The Deep End 6:30 PM Friday, April 2

Pastor’s Lenten Study Begins Wednesday, February 24

During Lent, our pastors will be leading 24 Hours That Changed the World. Using Adam Hamilton’s book by the same title, they
invite you to walk with Jesus on his final day. Sit beside him at the Last Supper. Pray with him in Gethsemane. Follow him to the cross.
Desert him. Deny him. In this seven-week you will experience and understand the significance of Jesus’ suffering and death in a way
you never have before. Whether you are a longtime Christian or simply curious about the story of Christ’s crucifixion, you are invited

to join us on this inspiring journey.
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

February 24 - April 7




Church in Action: Reaching

| Missed Church To Be the Church
By Claire Garber (2010 Confirmation Student)

“For Christmas 2009, my brother, sister, 6 cousins, and |
decided to do something different. Instead of our usual
exchanging of gifts amongst ourselves, we decided to help a
family that is less fortunate than us.This great idea came from
my brother’s friend who was organizing an Adopt-A-Family
through Children’s Medical Center .We chose to help a family
that has at least | member diagnosed with sickle cell cancer
and being treated at Children’s Medical Center . We bought
gifts for a family of 5.All 9 of us, ages 6, 10, 1, 12, 14, 5, and
| 6 were shopping for a family with kids ages 2, 3, 5, 8, and their
mother. Even though none of us was the age of any of these
kids, we all found joy in shopping for someone who can’t afford
to have a Christmas.As | was looking at the lists that the kids
had made, | compared them to my list. | noticed that while |
wanted clothes, a phone, and an iPod Touch, these kids needed
boots and clothes. Simple toys such as books and a doll were
these children’s wants.As shocked as | was, it was sad to me to
see this list. | felt that | needed to help and | needed to help fast.
When we were finally finished shopping, every one of us felt
overjoyed to have helped a family that can’t afford a Christmas.
So, for this Christmas and many Christmases to come, | will
remember that it is always better to give than to receive. My
heart feels good! Merry Christmas!”

Grandparents/Caregivers Raising
Grandkids

This free, informal support group meets the first VWednesday
of each month from 9 - Il a.m. in Rejoice Hall and provides
support to those grandparents or caregivers raising this new
generation of young people. The next meeting on Wednesday,
February 9 will be an open discussion to identify the specific
issues that members are struggling with. OnWednesday, March
3 the guest speaker will be Attorney Elizabeth Gorman from
LAWO (Legal Aid of Western Ohio). She will share her knowledge
about the legal rights of grandparents.

For more information, please contact Community Support
Director, Nancy Byrd (937-293-3151 ext 149).

Free Tax Clinic.

On Saturday, February 20 Christ UMC will host a free
tax clinic sponsored by the Ohio Association of Second Harvest
Food Banks. Trained volunteers use expert software to help
most people with a gross income of $57,000 or less electronically
file their federal & state income tax returns. Each session takes
about an hour. Slots are limited. Please call Janice Daniels for
details and to make an appointment. If you are unable to make
the February 20 date, please call as we may still be able to help
you out.

Kids On A Mission

Kids in the “Mission Zone” After
School Program have been super busy
sharing God’s love with our community.
They travel to Bethany Lutheran Village
every third Thursday to present skits and
homemade gifts to Christ Church
members who live there. Mission Zone
kids also fill bags for the Kettering
Backpack Program each week and are |
always in search of ways to care for An individual cereal
others and God’s world. They encourage ~ bowl is one of the
themselves to be the best they can be ten items that go in
for God by praying, reading the Bible the backpacks.
and learning about ways other kids
around the world are serving God.

Sound like fun? All st - 5th graders are welcome to join us
and younger ones may attend with a parent or grandparent.
We meet each Thursday from 3 - 5 p.m. in Room 120 and
transportation from school is available. To learn more, contact
Linda Cotrone (937-293-3151 ext 182 or linda@christumc.org).

Lunch at St. Paul's UMC

For the 3rd time in 2009, Christ Church members from
Community Care and the Missions Commission served the
weekIyTuesday Iuncheon to approximately |60 at St. Paul's UMC.
Prior to lunch, a
short worship
service was held in
the sanctuary.
Leftovers from the
luncheon were
shared with the St.
Paul’s after school
program.

St. Paul’s is
located at 101
Huffman Ave. in east Dayton and is one of the 4 United Methodist
Centers that we support. We are but one of many caring
congregations whose financial and volunteer support enables
St. Paul to be in ministry in the following ways:

* Prepared and served 1410 nutritious hot meals at Tuesday
lunches and Saturday breakfasts

* Provided groceries to 1,267 individuals for meals through the
emergency food pantry

 Distributed 1000 pieces of gently used clothing

Summer 2010 Mission Trip to Bolivia

Join us on Monday, February 8 from 7 - 8 p.m. in Room
273 for an informational meeting about a VIM mission trip to
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, in the summer of 2010. No construction
skills are needed and it is sure to be an adventure! If you are
interested please attend this information session or contact Rich
Schultze.




Church in Action:Working Together

Outreach 2009 Highlights

Amazing! Members and friends of Christ UMC clearly
understand Jesus’ message that we are called to care for the
lost, the lonely and the poor among us.

Your generosity and response to the needs of our community
during 2009 was amazing. Thank you notes from those who
have been touched by the ministry of Christ UMC are shared
periodically, but here is a look at the scope of all we were able
to share this year.

Paul reminds us that our sharing is truly an expression of
thanksgiving to God. “This service that you perform is not only
supplying the needs of God’s people, but is also overflowing in
many expressions of thanks to God” (2Corinthians 9:12). May
2010 continue to bring us opportunities to sharing our
thanksgiving and praise to God.

2009 Summary

- Nearly 18,000 meals provided through “Feed 5000” Campaign
- Over 15,000 food items donated through weekly collections
- Over $25,000 assisted |60 families with emergency housing,
utilities, transportation, food, and medicine

- 60 new mothers from St. Paul and Wesley Center received
love, support and gifts through the Baby Shower Ministry

- 60+ families received furniture and household items

- 600 bags of clothing were distributed to community centers
such as St. Paul, Wesley Center, St.Vincent’s, and Booth House
- We are currently packing 3650 food items each week to
feed children in Kettering through the Backpack Project

Christmas Giving

- 150+ items donated to Artemis House to provide Christmas
for 75 families

- 59 coats provided for children served at St. Paul UMC

- 100 mittens/gloves/scarves donated through the Mitten Tree
- 67 children adopted from the Kettering Giving Tree

- $733 collected from South Campus/Jubilee Candlelight service
donated to Springboro Community Assistance Center

- 59 families adopted from Kettering campus and 8 from South
campus for Christmas

- 50+ toys collected for St. Paul

- $1,730 was donated for fruit baskets and turkeys

Baby Shower Needs

Twice a year, women from Christ Church share Christian
love and support in the Dayton area by hosting a baby shower
for mothers-to-be at St. Paul's Community Center and Wesley
Center. Be a part of this outreach ministry by donating new or
gently used onesies, receiving blankets, hooded towels or
packages of size | diapers for the next baby shower on
Saturday, February 20 at Wesley Center. Please place your
gifts in the clothing bins near the main entrance and preschool
entrance and mark them “Baby Shower.”

6

Church is a Verb: Haiti Relief

Have you heard the saying“He who hesitates is lost”? When
Kate Smith heard the news about the earthquake in Haiti, she
didn’t hesitate for a second. In eight hours,she rallied the troops
in Student Mlnlstry and got permission for Christ UMC to host

an "m@en a booth for Haiti relief at the
1 Flyin’ to the Hoop basketball
4| tournament at Trent Arena.
More than 5,000 people were
. expected to attend Flying to

MNK § the Hoop between Il a.m.
Saturday and 10 p.m. on
- Monday.

Kate says that she was
overwhelmed by the response
from the teens and adults in Student Ministry and congregation
members who were ready and anxious to volunteer - all with
less than 24 hours notice. Local newspapers and TV stations
jumped on the opportunity to cover our efforts.

One woman who saw the article in the Dayton Daily News
on Saturday morning made a special trip to Trent Arena to drop
off a check for $100 - she wasn’t even coming to watch basketball!
Also, the winner of the Flyin’ To The Hoop 50/50 raffle donated
his entire winnings of $135 to Haiti relief.

Eric Horstman, President of Flyin’ to The Hoop, said “VWhen
Kate called on Friday, we were busy prepping for the big weekend,
however, after pausing a few seconds to hear what the church

wanted to do, it reminded me that
there are a lot bigger things going
on in the world than basketball. |
was glad to help out and was thrilled
that they were able to raise the kind
of dollars they did. In the end, the
people who gave realized that,
although the teams playing were
fighting for a victory, people in
another part of the world were
fighting for their lives.”

What can be accomplished in
72 hours when we work together

-

as a committed group of Christians who see church as something
we do rather than somewhere we go? These are just the results
for Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend!

= Students canvassed door-to-door and collected $440.00
= Flying to the Hoop cash donations totalled $2,568.00
= 50 Health Kits were donated

= Christ Church Sunday offering was $9,140.00

Kate has a special place in her heart for Haiti. She traveled
there as a teen in April 2005 and had the opportunity to
experience first hand the poverty and devastation that the people
of Haiti live with everyday. Kate says,“l can’t even imagine what
it must be like there now. | just felt compelled to do what we
could to make a difference for the people of Haiti.*

What might God do through you and your passion?




Children’s Ministry

February In The Kids’ Zone

Word of the Month:
TOLERANCE - which means Keep an Open Mind

Bible Story in The Zone:
Matthew [9:13-15 “Let the children come to me.”

ZONE Message:
Different is Good!

Preschool-Childcare News

During February, the children will share experiences and
participate in activities that are related to love and kindness,
eating healthy, and caring for their bodies. We would like to
thank the parents in the health care profession who will be
visiting the preschool classrooms, especially Mrs. Jane Key, Dr.
Theresa Davis DDS and Dr. William Almoney. We appreciate
these parents who are able to share their time and talents to
help reinforce good health practices and habits for our children.

As we talk about Valentine’s Day and the people we love,
let us not forget about the One who loves us no matter what.
God’s love is unconditional no matter what the circumstances
might be. Children experience God’s love through the love and
care of others. We will help the children to recognize those
who love them.

The key word of the month that will be introduced during
Spirit Day is “Tolerance” - keeping an open mind. One of the
Bible verses used will be Matthew 19:13-15” Different is Good”.
Jesus told the disciples,You must become like these little children
if you want to enter God’s Kingdom.”

Currently, registrations are being accepted for the 2010-
201 | school year. Space is limited. If you know of a family with
preschoolers, we would be happy to share information about
our program. We are grateful to those who have sent referrals.
We continue to strive to maintain a quality program for the
families of the church and community.  ~ Patty Crisp

Kindergarten Readiness Panel

All parents want their child to be a successful kindergartner,
but may not know how the schools and teachers view readiness.
The B.E.S.T. Club has arranged for a panel of educators to share
their expertise on Wednesday, February 10 at 6:30 p.m. in
the parlor. Dr.]im Uphoff, a nationally recognized authority on
kindergarten readiness, along with kindergarten teachers,
representing both private and public schools, will make
presentations and answer questions.

Childcare will be available at $1 per child. Please make
reservations by calling the Preschool office at 937-293-1617 by
Friday, February 5.

Valentine’s Dinner & Auction

Eat, Laugh and Change the World

Just imagine...teens serving almost 5,000 meals to the
homeless; giving up their spring break to build homes for families
in the dump area of Tijuana, Mexico; getting up early on Sunday
because they want to worship and study the Bible; living in
cardboard boxes and fasting for 30 hours to raise awareness
about world hunger...

All this and more is happening each year in the Student
Ministry program. Young people and their adult leaders give
tirelessly and unselfishly of their time, talent and treasure to
make an impact on our community and our world. You can be
part of this incredible ministry by supporting this year’sValentine’s
Dinner and Auction. Last year we raised almost $10,000 and
we hope to raise even more this year. Here are some ways you
can help:

i Purchase a ticket for either the Saturday or Sunday show
e Make a direct contribution to Student Ministry Outreach
O Donate or solicit items for the silent auction

. Bid on and purchase items at the Saturday silent auction
O Sponsor an entree ($30/pan)

The Valentine’s Dinner and Auction is an event filled with
great food, fellowship and great fun. Tickets are $12/adult and
$5/children under 10. You can purchase tickets in the Upstairs
Café on Sunday, January 3| or from Ann Loper in the office
during the week. Tickets will be available at the door for the
Saturday evening show and will be $15 for adults.

On Saturday, February 6 doors open and the silent
auction begins at 5:30 p.m. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m.
followed by the variety show and live auction. The doors open
at Noon for our Lunch/Matinee on Sunday, February 7
beginning at 12:30 p.m.

This is an event you don’t want to miss (just talk to the
people who attended last year!) You will be helping teens learn
about the joy of serving in ministry and you will be making a
difference here in the Dayton area and around the world.

Student Ministry Calendar

Feb. 5: Final Valentine’s Dinner Rehearsal
4pm.-12am.
Feb. 6: Valentine’s Dinner, Show and Auction

Doors Open @ 5:30 p.m.

Feb 7: Valentine’s Dinner and Show
Doors Open @ Noon

Feb. 21: Confirmation and Next Step
[1:15 am. - [2:30 p.m.

Feb. 26: Box City Retreat

Feb. 28: Confirmation and Next Step
[1:15am. - [2:30 p.m.
Youth Night
6:30 - 8 p.m.




Is Taizé Right For You?

Noonday Recitals

|**Wednesday of each month
Taizé Service: 6:00 — 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Labyrinth Walk: 6:00 — 7:00 p.m., Parlor

The Prayer Labyrinth: the labyrinth is a metaphor for
life.At times in our journey, we find ourselves closer to God. At
other times we feel ourselves far away. The labyrinth walk
symbolizes a prayerful journey to the heart of God.

The Spirit of Taizé: the Taizé service offers a space to
simply listen to the voice of God speaking deep within our heart.

Church Staff Information

Barry DeShetler Ext. 180, barry@christumc.org
John Parent Ext. 108, john@christumc.org

Alan Carroll Ext. 127, alan@christumc.org
Wayne Botkin wayne@christumc.org
Deb Egloff Ext. |18, deb@christumc.org

Dominique Alban Ext. 105, dominique@christumc.org
Frederick Chatfield Ext. 111, fred@christumc.org
Mary Beth Gibson Ext. 181, marybeth@christumc.org

Nancy Byrd Ext. 149, nancy@christumc.org
Ann Loper Ext. 102, ann@christumc.org
Wilma Webster Ext. 101, wilma@christumc.org

Mark your calendar now for the popular Noonday Recitals
and luncheons. Take a mid-day break to enjoy the music of
these gifted musicians.

Wednesdays: February 24 through March |7
Recital: 12:05 PM.
Luncheon: 12:30 PM.
February 24
Igor do Amaral and Bilinda Cheok-Lam Lou, piano
March 3
Frederick Chatfield, organ
March 10
Nancy Bick Clark, celtic harp and Frank Clark
March 17
April Bennett, soprano with Frederick Chatfield, accompanist

For luncheon reservations, please call the church office at
937-293-3151 by Friday preceding the concert. All Music Series
events are free and open to the public, so invite a friend.

The March Spire Deadline is 5 p.m.Wednesday, February 10.
Please place information in Debi DeBanto’s mailbox in the church

office or email her at debi.debanto@christumc.org,

Spire
Christ United Methodist Church

3440 Shroyer Road, Kettering, Ohio 45429
937.293.3151

Visit our website! www.christumc.org
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